[Experimental models in research of the pathomechanism of diabetes mellitus].
The authors review the knowledge accumulated on animal models of diabetes during the last decade. The most commonly used diabetes models and the underlying disease processes are summarized, respectively. The best known diabetogenic substances, Streptozotocin and Alloxan are described, including their usage, dosage dosing intervals, and mechanism of action. The latest results are included in the article which discuss the possible role of free radical-induced injury of beta cells in Streptozotocin and Alloxan diabetes.